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Marching on é 

 

March  is the third month of the year 

in both the Julian and Gregorian 

calendars. It is the second month to 

have a length of 31 days. In the 

Northern Hemisphere, the 

meteorological beginning of spring 

occurs on the first day of March. 

The March equinox on the 20 th or 21st marks the astronomical 

beginning of spring in the Northern Hemisphere and the beginning of 

autumn in the Southern Hemisphere, where September is the 

seasonal equivalent of the Northern Hemisphere's March.  

 

So thatôs a description but for many of us March has (probably as 

usual) caught us on the hop as the year rushes on.  According to the 

Church calendar this year it means that we start Lent on Ash 

Wednesday 1 st March and weôll follow our Lenten courses though the 

whole month and just into April.   

 

This year, at my suggestion weôre tackling what might be St Martinôs 

equivalent of the BBC programme óhard talkô when we shall cover 

themes ranging from war, to genetic manipulation, to values to sex. A 

heady mix but Christians must be prepared as St Pa ul puts it in his 

Second Letter to Timothy 4 v 2 óto preach the word, to be prepared in 

season and out of seasonô.  

 

It is indisputably hard to be a practicing Christian these days with so 

many conflicting interests around us and not least as the world see ms 

to be ever more óout of sortsô. This gives all the more reason for us 

not to retreat into a kind of quietist pietism but to engage with reality 

around us.  

 

So é March is followed by April, May and so on but most especially 

Lent is followed by Easter an d the good news of resurrection means 

that Jesus is never far away from us.  

 

Nicholas  
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Revision of Church Electoral Roll  
 

Notice is hereby given that the  

Church Electoral Roll is being revised by the  

Parochial Church Council ending on  

Sunday 19 th  March 2017  

 

Election of Churchwardens  
 

Notice is hereby given of a meeting of the  

Parishioners to be held in the Church Hall on  

Sunday 23 rd  April 2017 at 11.1 5am  

 

Notice of Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting  

will be held in the Church Hall on  

Sunday 23 rd  April 2017 at 11.15am  

for the election of twelve parochial representatives  

of the laity to the Parochial Church Council  

 

Forms and other information  

can be found at the back of the church  

or from the Parish Office  
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Mothering Sunday  
 

26 th  March  
 

Special family service  

 

10am  
 

All are welcome  

 
There is an old Jewish saying: God could not be everywhere, and 

therefore He made mothers.  

 
Mother Church, Mo ther Earth, Mother of the Gods,  our mothers -  all 

have been part of the celebration of óMothering Sundayô -  as the 

fourth Sunday in  Lent is affect ionately known. It has been celebrated 

in the UK since at least the 16 th  century.  In Roman times, great 
festivals were held every Spring to honour Cybele, Mother of all the 

Gods.  

 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent was often called óRefreshment Sundayô. 
People wer e encouraged to go to their óMother Churchô (their home 

church) to worship and give thanks.  Hence apprentices, and others, 

went home for the weekend and often brought gifts (or accumula ted 

pay) home to their family. Hence the name óMothering Sundayô.  
 

This special day became a day of family rejoicing, a nd the Lenten fast 

was broken. In some places the day was called Simnel Day, because 

of the sweet cakes called simnel cakes traditionally eaten on that day.  
 

In recent years the holiday has changed and in m any ways now 

resembles the American Mothersô Day. Mother's Day is a secular 

festival invented in 1904 and is celebrated on the 2nd Sunday in May 
in most countries in the world.  The British Isles seem to be the 

exception. In recent years Mothering Sunday has been hijacked to 

take the place of a special, s ecular day to give thanks for our 

mothers.  
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Bill Bhogal R.I.P.  
 

It is with sadness that we learned of 

the death of the popular local 

community personality óBillô Bhogal.  

 

St Martinôs was proud to host a 

Community Memorial in the church 

and hall on Friday 24 th  February 

when family and many friends paid 

tribute to this much loved man.  
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Last month . . .  
 

 
. . . saw the informal music group, óThe Bannedô, in action at the 

Candlemas service. The photograph shows some of the  band . 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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Lent 2017  
Right here. Right now  

Scripture, Ethics and Prayer  
 

Ash Wednesday, 1 st  March : Services at 11am and 8pm  
 

Lenten Themes at the Sunday 10am Parish Communion  & 
8pm Thursday evenings in the Parish Room  following a simple 

Lenten supper available from 7.30pm  
 

Thursday 2 nd  March  

War an d the J ust W ar  
 

Sunday 5 th  March: The Vicar  

óAleppo versus Mosul versus Yemenô 

Can Christians tell the difference?  
 

Thursday 9 th  March  

Values and Targets in a political world  

 

Sunday 12 th  March: Dr Margaret Jones  

Values versus Targets  
 

Thursday 16 th  March  

Science and scientific possibilities  
 

Sunday 19 th  March: Professor Bryony Franklin  

Are we playing God?   Genetics and the Faith  
 

Thursday 23 rd  March  
Living in the community  

 

Sunday 26 th  March: Jackie Nicholls  

Mothering Sunday ï Motherôs Day, i s there any difference?  
 

Thursday 30 th  March  

Sex and good sex  
 

Sunday 2 nd  April: The Revd Brandy Pearson  
Is the Church obsessed with sex?  
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The man who brought us Thomas the Tank Engine  
 

A reluctant author who created characters loved by millions of children 

died 20 years ago this month, on 21 st   March 1997, aged 85.  

 

The Rev Wilbert V Awdry is best known as the writer of Thomas the 

Tank Engine  and 25 other railway books, which at the time of his 

death had sold an estimated 50 million copies. They have also gi ven 

birth to toys, games, videos and a television film series.  

 

He invented the stories initially to tell his son Christopher when he 

was ill with measles, and had to be persuaded by his wife Margaret to 

get them published.  

 

Mr Awdry, who was made an OBE shortly before his death, was a 

clergyman who ministered in Hampshire, Wiltshire, Birmingham and 

Cambridgeshire. He was also a pacifist who once lost his curacy as a 

result. He was always interested in railways, having been fascinated 

as a child in Wiltshi re by listening to steam trains ascending the grade 

into the nearby Box Tunnel.  

 

The Fat Controller in the stories is sometimes thought to be a God - like 

figure, but he was intended as a satire on bureaucracy. For Mr Awdry, 

the morality of the stories was c learly Christian, and analogies 

between the Christian faith and the ways of the railway were obvious: 

the engines are meant to stay on the right track, and they pay the 

price if they go off the rails. But they are always forgiven, and never 

scrapped.  

 

Aske d how he hoped to be remembered, he said he would like his 

epitaph to say that ñhe helped people see God in the ordinary things 

of life, and he made children laughò.  

ĕ ĕ ĕ ĕĕ ĕ ĕ ĕ ĕ ĕ ĕ ĕ 
Lost in translation  

 

  Seen on an Indonesian hotel menu in Bali  

  Toes with butter and jam.  
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