
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

St. Martinôs Monthly 

January  201 6           50p  
 

Sunday 3 rd  

6.30pm Epiphany Carol Service  
 

Sunday 10 th  
ØOn- MessageÙ Group meets after  

10am service  

 

Thursday 14 th  

Reflection Group meets at 8pm  
 

Sunday 31 st 

10am Candlemas  

Family Service  

 
   See inside for further details.  
 

  Turn to page 1 5 to see   

  the Vicar Ùs alter ego!  
    
   



St Martinôs Church, Hale Gardens, London  W3 9SQ  
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The Vicar        The Rev ôd Dr Nicholas Henderson  

          (also Chaplain to Acton Care Centre)  

          020  8992 2333  
 

SSM Assistant Priest    The Rev ôd Brandy Pearson  

          (c/o Parish Office)  
Permission to Officiate   The Rev ôd Robert Pearson  

 

Commissioned Lay Minister to Japanese Anglican Church UK  
          Mrs Yuki Johnson (07572 324107)  

          yukifunakawa@btinternet.com  

 
Parish  Administrator  (weekdays : 9.30am ï 1.30pm )  

          Parish  Office , rear of  Church Hall ,  

          Hale Gardens, W3 9S Q 

          020 8992 2333  
 

Reader         Dr Margaret Jones (020 8997 1418)  

Reader Emeritus      Mrs Lynne Armstrong (020  8992 8341)  
 

Commissioned  Lay Minister  Mrs Jacqueline Nicholls (c/o Parish Office)  

 
Churchwardens      Mrs Liza Ambridge  (020 8992 3029 ) 

          Mr Jeremy Thorpe -Woods  

 
Deputy Churchwarden    Mr John Wilson (c/o Parish Office)  

 

Director of Music     Mr Kenneth Bartram (c/o Parish  Office)  

 
Magazine Editor      Clive Davis ( clive.a.g.davis@btinternet.com )  

 

The Vicar is available for consultation and enquiries by appointment.  
Please ring the Parish  Office.  

 

Articles for the next monthôs magazine should be sent to  

Clive Davis (email: clive.a.g.davis@btinternet.com)  

They should reach the Editor by 1 7 th  January . 

The Febr uary  magazine will be on sale by 30 th  January  
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Why canôt we have New Year in August? 
 

Forgive me if that sounds like a re - run of my Christmas lecture, which 
asked óWhy we canôt have Christmas in July?ô * 

 

Well, just like Christmas, New Year 

wasnôt always a fixed date celebrated 
on the 31 st December, and by the way 

the liturgical New Year has already 

started from Advent Sunday 29 th  

November 2015.  
 
 

New Yearôs Eve in London 

 

Itôs complicated but until the arrival of the reformed Gregorian 

calendar (named after Pope Gregory VIII who commissioned it) most 
nations of Christendom (Christian Europe) used Lady Day ï the Feast 

of the Annunciation on 25 th  March as the beginning of the year . In 

England, until the adoption of the Gregorian calendar in 1752, well 

after the rest of Europe (essentially because England as Protestant 
country didnôt want to follow a papal practice) this remained the case 

and we followed the old óJulianô (named after Julius Caesar) calendar. 

In fact when we did change there were riots in the streets as it was 

necessary to lose eleven days and people thought their lives would be 
shortened accordingly!  
 

There is much more that could be said about these dating anomalie s 

but I think I have made the point that the New Year is simply a 
chosen date to suit a calendar and could in fact be marked on any 

day.  
 

If this is the case you might wonder what all the fuss is about?  I think 
it is because as human beings we all feel th at we need new starts and 

fresh opportunities and New Year is as good as any. This becomes a 

theological point in the sense that the Christian Faith also recognises 

that new starts are essential. We express this concept in two ways in 
the idea of repentanc e and forgiveness and also in the idea of death 

and resurrection. Both give hope even in the most adverse of 

circumstances.  

 
This New Year we will once again embark on a liturgical journey 
through the yearly calendar that will take us on a journey of hope  
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through to the great events of Easter and beyond.  It is a wonderful  

thought that God can forgive, can heal and provide new starts.  Given 

the current state of the world this is Gospel, which is what the word 
really means ógood newsô.  

 

We havenôt got a clue how 2016 will unfold apart from thinking that it 

doesnôt seem very promising.  Nevertheless, our Faith and even the 
Church as the very inadequate servant of Christôs message can help 

us forward. It doesnôt matter therefore what the calendar is showing, 

Jesusô message of love and hope is always there for us. 

 
I canôt wait until August, so may I wish you all a Happy New Year 

now!  

 

Nicholas  
 

* Answer ï there were political and practical reasons for making it 

25 th  December but the biblical accounts donôt actually reveal any 

particular time of year for Jesusô birth. 

³ ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ ³ 

For your Diary this month  
 

Sunday 3rd  January  

6.30pm: Epiphany Carol Service  
 

Sunday 10th  January  

11.15am: ôOn messageõ Group meets in the church.  
 

Thursday 14 th  January  

Reflection Group meeting  at 8pm  

Details on page 17 
 

Sunday 31st  January  

10am: Candlemas Family Service 
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ON MESSAGE.  
 

The first meeting of the 
reconstituted On Message 

Group gathered on Sunday 

13 th  December and wasted 

no time in fulfilling its brief 

of dealing with the difficult 
questions that confront us 

as we attempt to live out 

our faith.  

 
There were three questions 

relating to the threat of terrorism and our response to the crisis in 

Syria. When  faced with reckless hatred can we simply fall back on the 

scriptural injunction to love our enemy? There was passion in the 
discussion and strongly expressed views, but also a depth of 

knowledge and a genuine seeking for understanding. When looking at 

issues that have such deep historical and political roots and yet are so 

immediate it would be naµve to expect anything approaching óright 
answersô, and we all recognized the danger of being overwhelmed by 

our emotional reactions to the brutality of Daesh (fr om Arabic words 

that mean óone who crushes underfootô, and one who sows discordô). 

 

Love and wisdom were words that cropped up towards the end of our 
discussion and I was reminded of Matthew 10:16 where Jesus says to 

the disciples -  óSee, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of 

wolves; so be  wise as serpents and innocent as doves. ò Perhaps that 

could be the guiding principle of ñOn Message.ò 
 

Rob Pearson  

Ó Ó Ó Ó Ó Ó Ó Ó Ó Ó Ó Ó Ó Ó Ó Ó Ó Ó Ó Ó Ó 
This is the year of the  American presidential election.  With that in 

mind:  
 

ñDonôt worry about your son, he is set to become a great politician,ò 

the teacher said.   
 

The parents were delighted and asked how she could tell. ñWell, he 

can say more things that sound well and mean nothing at all than 

anyone else in the class.ò   
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Recent Baptism  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Am élia Freda Rozier  David was christened at the Parish Communion 

on Sunday 6th December. Pictured l eft to r ight:  her  godparents Ellis  

and  Eshetu, her parents  Joseph  and  Hayley , and godparents Lorna 

and Melissa.  

{z {z {z {z {z {z {z {z {z 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Clergy, Nicholas and Brandy, spreading Christmas cheer at the 

Acton Care Centre earlier in December.  
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Congratulations to Andrew Merrow  
 

 

Congratulations to Andrew Merrow , Rector of St Maryôs Episcopal 

Church, Arlington, Virginia, USA (our link parish) who celebra te s 30 

years of his incumbency.  
 

St Martinôs have signed a card for him and it will be sent to Arlington 

to be read out at the celebrations.  
 

St Maryôs website can be found at: http://stmarysarlington.org  
 

Nicholas  

{z {z {z {z {z {z {z {z {z 
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St Martinôs Foundation Lectures  
 

Lectures take place at 8pm on Thursdays in the Parish Room  

(entrance via Parish Office, to rear of Church Hall)  

 

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John  

Spirituality in the four Gospels.  

18 th  February 2016  

 

The Revôd Georgiana Heskins has a BD and Mth in Biblical 

Studies from Kingôs College, London and trained for 

ministry at Westcott House in Cambridge. She is an 

Honorary Minor Canon of Southwark Cathe dral , currently ministering in the 

parish of St John the Evangelist, Waterloo. She has worked on the Ignation 

Spiri tual Direction Course based at the London Spiritual Centre and is 

currently completing a Post Graduate Diploma.  

 

www.stmartinswestacton.co.uk  

{z {z {z {z {z {z {z {z {z 

Photos from the Bazaar  
 

 

 

 

Father Christmas aka the Revôd Rob Pearson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The vicar with Amaya Mason 

aka a Bengali tiger . 
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Rehearsals in progress ...  

 

Caught on camera  and p lanning 

their next show which will be on 

Friday 12th February  at 7.30pm 

in the Church Hall ï A Revue and 

Pantomime evening with 

refreshments and music!   

 

 

 

 

Ken Bartram ï ghost of Christmas past?  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Î Î Î Î Î Î Î Î 
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