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Christmas is comingéé 
 

ñOne can never have enough socks," said Dumbledore. "Another 

Christmas has come and gone and I didn't get a single pair. People will 

insist on giving me books.ò   
 

So wrote J K Rowling of the Headmaster of Hogwarts School in the 

Harry Potter series, which I offer as an unlikely beginning to this article 

in what is the Christmas edition of St Martinôs Monthly Magazine.  

There is a vague link also in that I have got to the age where I can now 

understand how it was that elderly men were in paroxysms of delight  

at receiving hand knitted socks for Christmas when young boys like me 

all those years ago would always prefer toys or modeling kits to play 

with.  
 

Sadly, then or now, we still live in a world where the majority would 

identify closely with the child born in a stable and sleeping in a manger 

rather than the luxury of say King Herodôs Palace or even the 

innkeepers home.  As I write this article we are witnessing the 

unfolding of a great disaster in the Philippines following one of the most 

ferocious typhoons  on record where hundreds of thousands are without 

even a roof over their heads.  We could add that to the events of the 

Middle East where factional warfare continues to bomb and blast 

innocent people.  
 

It is tempting at this point to look at cause and ef fect.  Could the 

increasing strength of extreme weather events be linked to global 

warming, are the struggles in the Middle East at least in part due to ill -

advised political and military interference from the West?  These points 

are arguable although it i s undeniable that we do reap what we sow to 

quote and old aphorism.  
 

In the meantime we will inevitably be caught up in preparations for 

Christmas, the usual rush and fuss that every year we promise 

ourselves we wonôt do the next time.  It seems that we can never get 

the balance right. Itôs not actually surprising that this is the case; there 

is nothing particularly sacred about when we celebrate Christmas. We 

donôt actually know what time of year Jesus was born. Instead the 

early Church decided in its wisd om that it would be a good idea to  
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Christianize what was a secular midwinter Roman festival.  This process 

goes by the rather unwieldy name of inculturation  and to this day 

Christians in various parts of the world have to think through how local 

customs and practices can be utilized to proclaim the Gospel afresh in a 

new environment.  

 

The same is true even with us and I have personally observed (not that 

my clergy colleagues agree with me) how slowly, as Christmas is 

celebrated in the anticipation rather than the event, previously 

penitential seasons such as Advent have become Christmas in all but 

name. I think we should go with the flow and not resist it.   
 

At which point another quotation comes to mind: ñHow many observe 

Christ's birthday! How few, His precepts!ò  

This one comes from Benjamin Franklin  who was a writer, a 

philosopher, a scientist, a politician, a patriot, a Founding Father, an 

inventor, and publisher. He helped with the founding of the United 

States of America and changed the world with his discoveries about 

electricity.  

 

So what are w e to do about Christmas this year? I think we should see 

it as an opportunity rather than something perhaps to be dreaded or 

got over with.  People will come to church making perhaps a once a 

year pilgrimage, perhaps once a lifetime. It should be a positiv e 

occasion for them and we should ensure that we show them that our 

faith means something really worthwhile. That will be the biggest 

present we can both give and receive for te festive season.  
 

Nicholas  

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa 
Getting Stronger  
 

Statistics prove we're all getting stronger.  
 

Fifty years ago you needed an estate car to hold £50 worth of 

Christmas presents.  
 

Twenty years ago, it took two people to carry £20 worth of Christmas 

groceries -  now a five -year -old can do it.  
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ST MARTINõS PLAYERS PRESENT....  

A Christmas Revue & Pantomime  

Friday  6 th  December  

At 8pm in the Church Hall  

Book now to avoid disappointment!  

Contact the Parish Office  

020 8992 2333  
ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

Sunday 1st December: Advent Sunday  

10am Annual Christingle  Family Service  
 

Followed by ...  

Christingle Sunday Lunch,  

in St Martinõs Church at midday 

£5 adults, £2 Children.  
Come and sample cuisine from around the World  

 

6.30pm Advent Carol Service by Candlelight 

followed by sherry  
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Both Bruce and Alyson Barnett -Cowan  
 

celebrate the 

35 th  

anniversary of 

their 

Ordination in 

December, and 

on  Sunday 15 th  December at 10am  

we shall have a special celebratory service . 

Join us to celebrate with them on this day.  

YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY 
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Christmas angels 

spotted in St Martin ôs 

made by the young 

people of the 

Japanese Anglican 

Church who meet in St 

Martin's each month 

on Sunday afternoons .  

 

 

 

 

chri st mas servi ces  
 

Sunday 22nd December 6.30pm  

Nine Lesson and Carols by Candlelight  

followed by Mince Pies and Mulled Wine  
 

Tuesday 24th Christmas Eve  

4pm Annual Childrenôs Carol Service  

11.00pm Midnight Eucharist  
 

Wednesday 25th Christmas Day  

8am Holy Communion (1662)  

10am Christmas Family Communion with Carols.  

No Evening Service  
 

Thursday 26th St Stephenôs Day (Boxing Day)  

11am Holy Communion  
 

Sunday 5th January   

We shall celebrate the Epiphany  

and at 6.30pm there will be an Epiphany Carol Service  
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St Martinôs Away Day 19th  October 2013    
 

The PCC spent the day looking at wher e we are and moving forward.  
 

Background and Development  

Main questions about congregation ï  

 How many are there?  Why do they come here?  

 What do they want?   How often do they come?   
 

Data from Diocese :  Data is collected in month of October, which can 

help explain highs and lows (Baptisms etc). Sunday attendance figures 

dropping slightly over time; childrenôs attendance tending to increase. 

The difficulty will be to get them to continue at church to adul ts.  Like 

the church as a whole we tend to lose children as they become 

teenagers, only picking up some as Adults.  
 

Life events :  Baptisms are going up a little, but of the Baptisms held a 

large number of commitment Baptisms rather than social baptisms.  

Wed dings are low, only about 6 per year, but Funerals are quite high, -  

Nick is chaplain to the Acton Hospital so there is a connection.  
 

Festival attendance :  Easter attendance is low, people tend to go away 

for Easter as school Holiday . Christmas Eve is very  high, with lots of 

children and adult visitors, Midnight Mass is variable but usually fairly 

well attended, but Christmas Day service has quite poor attendance, 

because many people go  to relatives. Is there any way we can 

encourage non St Môs regulars to come to church?  
 

From St Môs Survey:  

More women than men completed the survey . Age range of 

congregation  peaks in the 45 ï 64 age group . 60% of attendees have 

been coming for 10+ years; 30% less than 10 years . 50% live outside 

the parish therefore choose t o come to St M artin ôs. Vicar (Nick) is 

important in bringing people in. 30% say they come because they met 

the vicar.  Lack of youth organisation (Brownies, Scouts) is an issue . 

Increase St M artin ôs visibility to improve awareness of the church in the 

area.   From the results of the survey we do not seem to be doing 

anything wrong, but we need to be doing more of it.  
 

Towards a management and financial strategy :  

We had a review of the slides that will be used in the stewardship  

campaign; Shelley had done a really good job on them. Everyone was 

very appreciative of her hard work.  Several surprising things were  

highlighted by the slides ï Every Sunday the church is used it costs us  

£88.34p, averaged over the year.  If everyone gave an extra £1 per  
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month that  would be an extra £2,112 per year.  If we gave an extra £1 

per week that would mean £9, 152 per year.  
 

Preparing for the future, and our  aims and ambitions:  

We badly need to have stable and secure finances. Histo rically St 

Martinôs had Ã30,000+ in our ban k account, but after the major repairs 

needed in 1980s the money shrank and we now have a very mu ch 

hand to mouth bank balance. The stewardship campaign will help this, 

we need to be open and honest with the congregation to let them see 

what we spend the m oney on and how they can help.  
 

I deas for the future ï we need t o have activities for children, 

suggestions included Table Tennis, Youth Orchestra, Choir expansion,  

more outreach é.. see suggestions from survey.  

Home visiting: possibly set up a team to do this in a more structured 

way.  Do we need to set up a lay pastoral team?  Who?  What about an 

emergency help team?  Is this practicable?  

The Gar age. Do we keep or pull down? We would need permission if 

pulling down. To remove: £900; to reroof and new d oors £2200.  

Lower ground floor vestries:  Currently used by the Police Consultative 

Committee, but their funding is under review, and they may cancel the 

hire.  Could use for the church ï Parish office and PCC/board room 

facility.   
ÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓ 
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Events last month....  
 

The bonfire party...  

 

Tuesday 5th November in 

the Vicarage garden 

about 60 people gathered 

for a fun - filled evening.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bonfire by Michael Franks, 

fireworks ignited b y Ian 

Hutchinson and his team. 

Baked potatoes, hot dogs, 

soup, and mulled wine buy 

Camilla Reid and friends and a 

good time had by all.  

 

 

 

Katy Franklin was so excited 

about coming to the Bonfire 

Night Party that she decided to 

draw a picture of the event and 

here it is.  
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The Bazaar...  

 

Getting ready......  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all who worked so hard to make it 

such a wonderful success ï and especially to 

Liza, Jackie and Lynne who co -ordinated and 

organised the Bazaar.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A visit from Santa ....   

 

enjoying  a cup of Mulled 

wine?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the time of going to print the 

Bazaar made a profit of 

£2,154.  
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WANTED  
 

Have you a small milk jug or 

milk jug -sugar bowl combo, or 

a one person cafétiere you 

donõt need or want?  
 

Jackie would like to give them 

a home for a new church 

venture.  

 

Please bring them to church  

or phone Jackie on 07904 604601  
ÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓÓ 
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