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Christmas is comingéée

AfOne can never have enough socks," said
Christmas has come and gone and | didn't get a single pair. People will

insist on giving me books. 0

So wrote J K Rowling of the Headmaster of Hogwarts School in the

Harry Potter series, which | offer as an unlikely beginning to this article

in what is the Christmas edition of St |
There is a vague link also in that | have got to the age where | can now

understand how it was that elderly men were in paroxysms of delight

at receiving hand knitted socks for Christmas when young boys like me

all those years ago would always prefer toys or modeling kits to play

with.

Sadly, then or now, we still live in a world where the majority would

identify closely with the child born in a stable and sleeping in a manger
rather than the |l uxury of say King Her o
innkeepers home. As | write this article we are witnessing the

unfolding of a great disaster in the Philippines following one of the most

ferocious typhoons  on record where hundreds of thousands are without

even a roof over their heads. We could add that to the events of the

Middle East where factional warfare continues to bomb and blast

innocent people.

It is tempting at this point to look at cause and ef fect. Could the
increasing strength of extreme weather events be linked to global

warming, are the struggles in the Middle East at least in part due to ill -
advised political and military interference from the West? These points

are arguable althoughiti s undeniable that we do reap what we sow to

guote and old aphorism.

In the meantime we will inevitably be caught up in preparations for

Christmas, the usual rush and fuss that every year we promise

ourselves we wono6t do the nextnnéverge: . | 1
the balance right. 1tés not actually sul
is nothing particularly sacred about when we celebrate Christmas. We

dondt actually know what time of year J«
early Church decided in its wisd om that it would be a good idea to
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Christianize what was a secular midwinter Roman festival. This process
goes by the rather unwieldy name of inculturation and to this day
Christians in various parts of the world have to think through how local
customs and practices can be utilized to proclaim the Gospel afresh in a
new environment.

The same is true even with us and | have personally observed (not that
my clergy colleagues agree with me) how slowly, as Christmas is
celebrated in the anticipation rather than the event, previously
penitential seasons such as Advent have become Christmas in all but
name. | think we should go with the flow and not resist it.

At which point another quotation comes t
Christ's birthday! How few, His precept :
This one comes from Benjamin Franklin who was a writer, a

philosopher, a scientist, a politician, a patriot, a Founding Father, an

inventor, and publisher. He helped with the founding of the United

States of America and changed the world with his discoveries about

electricity.

So what are w e to do about Christmas this year? | think we should see
it as an opportunity rather than something perhaps to be dreaded or

got over with. People will come to church making perhaps a once a
year pilgrimage, perhaps once a lifetime. It should be a positiv e
occasion for them and we should ensure that we show them that our
faith means something really worthwhile. That will be the biggest

present we can both give and receive for te festive season.

Nicholas

dddddddddadaddadaadadaadaadd
Getting Stronger

Statistics prove we're all getting stronger.

Fifty years ago you needed an estate car to hold £50 worth of
Christmas presents.

Twenty years ago, it took two people to carry £20 worth of Christmas
groceries - now a five -year -old can do it.
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STMARTI NS PLAYERS. PRI
A Christmas Revue & Pantomime

Friday 6" December

At 8pm in the Church Hall
Book now to avoid disappointment!
Contact the Parish Office
. 02089922333
[ I T O O I I
Sunday 1st December: Advent Sunday
10am Annual Christingle Family Service

Followed by ...

Christingle Sunday Lunch,
I n St Martinds Chur ch

£5 adults, £2 Children.
Come and sample cuisine from around the World

6.30pm Advent Carol Service by Candlelight
followed by sherry
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Both Bruce and Alyson Barnett

celebrate the

35th

anniversary of

their

Ordination in
December, and
" December at 10am

on Sunday 15

we shall have a special celebratory

-Cowan

service .

Join us to celebrate with them on this day.

YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY

Phil Barnes

Architect, Accomplished Handyman and Computer Programmer/ Engineer
Offers his skills at very reasonable rates

/3]

e U
Anything from Windows to, well, windows! And more!

Outside stuff

and DiYer

* Window repairs, re-glazing, sash
window repairs

Gardening

Power washing drives & patios
Rubbish removal

Painting and decorating

Flat roof repairs

Gutter clearing

Lock changing

Inside stuff
Over thirty years experienced Handyman e

Hanging things: blinds, curtains,
curtain rails, doors, pictures, mirrors,
shelves, wallpaper, TV brackets
Fixing things: toilet and cistern
repairs, unblocking sinks/ drains, tap
washer replacement, reseal shower
tray, reseal kitchen drainer. Window
repairs

New things: replacement taps,
showers, baths, extractor fans
Hiding things: boxing in pipe work,
pipes, wires and cables. Cupboards
and storage. Painting and decorating
Making things: flat pack furniture
assembly, carpentry, kitchen fitting,
bathroom fitting

Call or text Phil on 077-88-66-1791

Computer stuff

Over twenty years experience
troubleshooting, building and installing
Mac and PC and acting as software
helpdesk, over ten years experience
administering servers

Anti-virus

Hardware & software upgrades
Hardware & software maintenance
Software & OS installs/ rebuilds
Tuition

Networks

Backups/ Archiving

References available



| Christmas angels
spotted in St Martin &
made by the young
people of the

Japanese Anglican
Church who meet in St
Martin's each month

on Sunday afternoons

chri st nas servi CeS

Sunday 22nd December 6.30pm
Nine Lesson and Carols by Candlelight
followed by Mince Pies and Mulled Wine

Tuesday 24th Christmas Eve
4pm Annual Childrenés Car ol
11.00pm Midnight Eucharist

Wednesday 25th Christmas Day
8am Holy Communion (1662)
10am Christmas Family Communion with Carols.
No Evening Service

Thursday 26th St Stephends Day
11lam Holy Communion

Sunday 5th January
We shall celebrate the Epiphany
and at 6.30pm there will be an Epiphany Carol Service
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St Martinds Aw@ctobeal3nl3l 9

The PCC spent the day looking at wher e we are and moving forward.

Background and Development

Main questions about congregation T
How many are there?  Why do they come here?
What do they want? How often do they come?

Data from Diocese : Data is collected in month of October, which can

help explain highs and lows (Baptisms etc). Sunday attendance figures
dropping slightly over time; childrenés
The difficulty will be to get them to continue at church to adul ts. Like

the church as a whole we tend to lose children as they become

teenagers, only picking up some as Adults.

Life events : Baptisms are going up a little, but of the Baptisms held a

large number of commitment Baptisms rather than social baptisms.

Wed dings are low, only about 6 per year, but Funerals are quite high, -
Nick is chaplain to the Acton Hospital so there is a connection.

Festival attendance : Easter attendance is low, people tend to go away
for Easter as school Holiday . Christmas Eve isvery  high, with lots of
children and adult visitors, Midnight Mass is variable but usually fairly

well attended, but Christmas Day service has quite poor attendance,
because many people go  to relatives. Is there any way we can
encourage non St bkbinetocherch2!| ars t o

From St M6s Survey

More women than men completed the survey . Age range of
congregation peaksinthe 45 1 64 age group . 60% of attendees have
been coming for 10+ years; 30% less than 10 years . 50% live outside

the parish therefore choose t o come to St M artin 6 .sVicar (Nick) is

important in bringing people in. 30% say they come because they met

the vicar. Lack of youth organisation (Brownies, Scouts) is an issue

Increase StM artin6s visibility to improve aware
area. From the results of the survey we do not seem to be doing

anything wrong, but we need to be doing more of it.

Towards a management and financial strategy
We had a review of the slides that will be used in the stewardship
campaign; Shelley had done a really good job on them. Everyone was

very appreciative of her hard work. Several surprising things were
highlighted by the slides I Every Sunday the church is used it costs us
£88.34p, averaged over the year. If everyone gave an extra £1 per
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month that would be an extra £2,112 per year. If we gave an extra £1
per week that would mean £9, 152 per year.

Preparing for the future, and our aims and ambitions:

We badly need to have stable and secure finances. Histo rically St
Martinds h a#dinolrdan, R &ccount, but after the major repairs
needed in 1980s the money shrank and we now have a very mu ch
hand to mouth bank balance. The stewardship campaign will help this,
we need to be open and honest with the congregation to let them see

what we spend the m  oney on and how they can help.

Ideas for the future 7 we needt o have activities for children,
suggestions included Table Tennis, Youth Orchestra, Choir expansion,

more outreach é.. see suggestions from

Home visiting: possibly set up a team to do this in a more structured
way. Do we need to set up a lay pastoral team? Who? What about an
emergency help team? Is this practicable?

The Gar age. Do we keep or pull down? We would need permission if
pulling down. To remove: £900; to reroof and new d oors £2200.
Lower ground floor vestries: Currently used by the Police Consultative
Committee, but their funding is under review, and they may cancel the
hire. Could use for the church i Parish office and PCC/board room
facility.

+ Funerals arranged with sympathy and dignity at
reasonable prices
+ Repatriation service to all overseas countries
« Monumental masonry
+ Prepaid funeral plans

Available 24 hours a day. 7 days a week

Please call Christopher Wickenden on

020 8993 8040

13 The Broadway
Gunnersbury Lane
London W3 8HR Fune eerces

€ Near Acton Town Tube Stn Tradycyjne Polskie Pogrzeby Support and d ignity
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Events last month....

The bonfire party...

Tuesday 5th November in
the Vicarage garden
about 60 people gathered
for a fun -filled evening.

Bonfire by Michael Franks,
fireworks ignited by lan
Hutchinson and his team.
Baked potatoes, hot dogs,
soup, and mulled wine buy
Camilla Reid and friends and a
good time had by all.

Katy Franklin was so excited
about coming to the Bonfire
Night Party that she decided to
draw a picture of the event and
here it is.
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The Bazaar...

Getting ready......

Thanks to all who worked so hard to make it
such a wonderful success 1 and especially to
Liza, Jackie and Lynne who co  -ordinated and
organised the Bazaar.

A visit from Santa ....

enjoying a cup of Mulled
wine?

At the time of going to print the
Bazaar made a profit of
£2,154.
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WANTED

Have you a small milk jug or
milk jug -sugar bowl combo, or
a one person cafétiere you
dondt need or

Jackie would like to give them
a home for a new church
venture.

Please bring them to church
or phone Jackie on 07904 604601

+ Design + Digital Printing + Stationary

2 Grosvenor Parade = Uxbridge Road
Ealing Common - W5 3NN

e Artwork Design ® B/W & Colour Photocopies® 135mm/APS Processing
¢ Business Cards e Banners - Indoor & outdoor « CD/DVD Duplication

e MoneyGram mee=@ e Invitation Cards e Wide Format Posters
e Mobile Phone e Greeting Cards e Men & Women
L fop-up services e Leaflets Fragrances

Tel: 020 8992 0208
Fax: 020 8992 0208
Email: print.plus@hotmail.co.uk
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